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Bi-monthly Progress Report for Abbots Langley Parish Council 
Report Thirty-Eight - 1st July 2022 
 
Masterplan Project for the central area of Abbots Langley Village. 
The public consultation programme planned for May and June as explained in the 1st May Bi-
monthly Report went ahead as planned. The two Public Workshops held at the Manor House were 
well attended. Forty-two people came to the Monday evening (see photo below) and about 50 
people came on the Wednesday evening. The workshops lasted from 19:30hrs to 21:15hrs.  

 
 These Workshops (20th and 22nd June) were 
held before AECOM write the Village Centre 
Masterplan for Abbots Langley during July. 
Prior to this, the Planning and Design 
Consultants from AECOM had conducted two 
site visits to the village and taken part in two 
virtual Discussion Groups with residents. One 
of the site visits focused on talking with local 
shopkeepers in Abbots Langley.  
 
Written comments were received from the 
public at the Workshops in answer to the 

question: ‘What are the issues and 
improvements that you require to be addressed in 

the Village Centre Masterplan?’ These comments were requested after the public had spent time 
viewing the ten exhibits about the Village Centre Masterplan, that were on display at the Manor 
House, and listening to a ten-minute presentation by AECOM. The Consultants explained the 
background to the Village Centre Masterplan and its four main objectives associated with:  

1. Historic Assets 
2. Land Uses. 
3. Public Spaces. 
4. Sustainable Transport. 

The nineteen pages of written comments have been posted in the Neighbourhood Plan section on 
the Parish Website. All the written responses received from the public at the Workshops have been 
grouped under the above four headings and written in italics. These are the exact words used by 
the public in their responses. After receiving these written comments, a general discussion was held 
in each Workshop for an hour, regarding possible improvements to be included in the Masterplan.  
  
A further dialogue was held with the local residents via the Abbots Langley Facebook pages (‘Abbots 
Matters’ Group -15,000 members.) This was conducted by Peter Warman in the week before the 
Workshops and Exhibition. The dialogues on Facebook included about 140 comments that have 
been saved as ‘screen grabs’ and sent to AECOM to include as part of the public consultation. 
 
The Draft Abbots Langley Village Masterplan is intended to be completed by the end of July 2022. A 
presentation to update the Parish Council members on this work will be made on 11th July prior to 
the Parish Council meeting. 
 
Identifying a suitable site for a new NHS Health Centre 
In cooperation with the doctors at the Vinehouse Surgery, a short study is being conducted by 
Architects, Studio A Plus Ltd (linked with the Village Masterplan Project) to present the case for the 
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Breakspeare School site to be the location for the new expanded GP Surgery. This work will allow 
discussions to be taken further with Hertfordshire CC and, if successful, the NHS will fund further 
work on this project. Peter Warman and the architect arranged with the Head of Breakspeare School 
to undertake a school site visit, after school hours, on 21st June.  
 
Informing Hertfordshire CC of the community’s interest in the Breakspeare School Site 
At the recommendation of the Planning and Highways Committee, the Chief Officer wrote to the 
Chief Executive of Hertfordshire County Council on 9th June to explain the community’s interest in 
exploring the possibility of providing a new Health Centre on the Breakspeare School Site when it 
becomes available in 2024, when the school moves to new premises in Croxley Green. A response 
was received from the Deputy Chief Executive and Executive Director of Resources on 17th June 
acknowledging receipt of the letter from the Parish and welcomed further dialogue as the options 
for alternative use and possible disposal of the site are considered.  
 
Bedmond Aspirations Report  
This report has been circulated to the participants for their comments. The final version of the report 
will be published on the Parish Web site when finalised. 
 
Other Focus Groups in the smaller communities. 
The focus group on ‘Extending the local cycleways network and footpath network’ has been delayed 
until a new map of the local Cycle Network is available.  
 
Before considering Focus Groups for the small communities in the Parish, analysis maps are being 
prepared for each of these locations showing their accessibility to facilities to meet their daily needs 
using the principle of ‘20-minute Neighbourhoods.’  See: https://tcpa.org.uk/collection/the-20-
minute-neighbourhood/. Sometimes these facilities are accessible, but are located outside the 
parish boundary.   
 
The Outline Work Programme to complete the Abbots Langley Neighbourhood Plan 
The intention is to complete the work on ALNP by the end of Summer 2022, ready for submission 
to Three Rivers District Council by early October 2022. This will be before the TRDC publishes the 
revised list of possible sites for development (November 2022) as part of the new Local Plan.  
 
After submitting the ALNP documents to TRDC, the timing of the reminder of the work and 
completing the approval of the ALNP, is determined by the District Council. An outline timetable for 
ALNP was presented in 1st May 2022 Bi-monthly Progress Report. 
  
 
Peter Warman, 
Chair, Abbots Langley Neighbourhood Planning Team.    
Peter@Warmanconsult.co.uk 

 


