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Minutes of the Planning and Highways Committee Meeting held at 7.30 p.m. on 
Wednesday 29th July 2009 in the Council Chamber, Langley Road, Abbots Langley. 

Those present: 

Chairman Councillor M T Morton 

Vice Chairman: Councillor Miss I Young 

Councillors: Councillor G W Emery 
 Councillor L G Lay 
 Councillor D J Major 
 Councillor O W Roe 
 Councillor D White 

Officers: Mrs A Morton – Planning and Administrative Officer 

Also present: Three Rivers District Council, Development Management: 
 Mr Laurence Moore, Area Team Leader 
 Ms Suzanne McGinty, Planning Officer 
 Mrs Lara Crisp, Senior Administrator 

168. Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies for absence. 

169. Declarations of interest 

There were no declarations of interest. 

170. Three Rivers District Council 

Following distribution of leaflets with background information, Mr Moore explained 
that he and his colleagues are attending Parish Council Planning meetings to 
provide an update on what they do and the principal changes in Development 
Management.  They provide planning advice, decide applications and defend the 
Council’s decision on appeal.  Key changes are fees have been increased; 
permitted development rights altered (information on the Planning Portal), 
although some applications are being challenged and Planning Authorities in 
Hertfordshire have agreed their interpretation to have a consistent approach until 
there is further government guidance or legal decisions; appeals process has been 
automated and streamlined for householder applications by relying on the 
Council’s case file, the appellant can comment on the Council’s report but the 
Council cannot comment on the appellant’s report; the TRDC 45 degree rule is 
comparatively generous and its use needs to be considered on site so it may be 
defended at appeal if necessary (the Officer carries out a site visit for each 
application).  Mr Moore, Ms McGinty and Mrs Crisp responded to questions and 
discussed various issues with Members, at the end of which the Chairman thanked 
the TRDC Officers on behalf of the Committee. 

171. Planning Decisions from Three Rivers District Council 

Planning decisions, as attached at Appendix A, were noted by Members present. 

172. Planning Applications as received from Three Rivers District Council 

Members discussed the Planning applications list and RESOLVED the comments to 
be submitted to the District Council as attached at Appendix B. 

173. Three Rivers District Council – Development Control Committee 

Councillor Roe attended the Development Control Committee meeting held on 
16th July 2009.  His written report was distributed to Members prior to the 
meeting.  The only application relevant to Abbots Langley Parish was 09/0789/ful 
at 143 Abbots Road and this was approved unanimously by the Committee. 
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174. Highway Matters 

Mrs Morton had no new highways information to report and advised that the letter 
to Mr Eaglesham regarding ‘ponding’ in High Street, Abbots Langley, was delayed 
due to her absence but has been sent. 

Councillor Emery reported that they are still waiting for the Design Team to come 
back with the scheme for pedestrian refuges on Church Hill. 

Councillor Major reported that the requested renewal of road markings at the 
junction of St Lawrence Close and High Street has been done.   

Councillor Major asked about High Street vehicle speed monitoring results and 
these were briefly summarised (see minute 142).  He will request speed checks by 
the Police in the vicinity of St Lawrence Church.  Councillor Miss Young suggested 
vehicle speed monitoring in Langley Lane be requested between South Way and 
College Road and this was agreed. 

175. Correspondence 

There was no correspondence to consider. 

Mrs Morton reported that the issue of Parish Councils not being allowed to 
comment on relevant TRDC Licensing applications is ongoing; it was raised at the 
Joint Clerks meeting and HAPTC are asking Parish Councils for information on what 
representation other District Councils allow on Licensing in their areas. 

The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m. 

 Signed:  _________________________________ 

 Dated:  _______________________________ 

  


